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October 31, 1953 


Mr. M. Drexel Rutherford 
Warrenville Road 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Rugherford: 


I have always sa d that word of mouth is dangerous reference with 
regards to genealogy. Now I have to apologize for making a state- 
ment that is wholy wrong; J. A. Rugherford as far as I can find 
did not leave a will, and that my data Yo you on that was in error. 


However, I did ftindiin the Probate Records of Lamar County the 
following items that may interest you----- 


Will of Marilda C. Rutherford=-naming her children; 

the wife of John Calvin Rhtherford--will cuts one 

child off--(and her written will is in the file) 

Probate Minutes Bibs 192 number 3052. 

tertie E. Rutherford estate, Probate Box 2725 
Be John C. Rutherford Estate, File 3505 

Gertie Lee Rutherford estate, File 4145 
va Lowell D. Rutherford Estate,“ile 4017 
Now if you are interested in any of these wills I will be glad 
to prepare a copy for you as-soon as I can get to it. Also, I 
plan a trip to McKinney in N_ vember. “o you have any field work 
to be done there. I'11 work it in. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eugene Bray 
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'not much lawyer, or words to that 
effect. No names were used but 
Failed in Part ris everybody knew who was meant. 
{The result was a fight between 
In The Paris Morning News, dat-|the lawyer and Rutherford, in 
‘ed November 27, 1897, there was} which neither was much burt. 
this paid notice: ‘‘A Card. To the But The Tribune had few sub- 
Editor of The Tribune. Sir — I, scribers and fewer advertisements 
hereby request that you leave myj and presently was discontinued. 
name, my private business and'Its owner sold the machinery and 
everything pertaining to my af-, left Paris, a town that he felt had 
fairs out of your’paper, and oblige. ,; not properly appreciated his work. 
J. M. Fort, Paris, Texas, Nov. 25,’/| And I wish I could remember what 
1897.”’ he had said to call forth Dr. Fort’s 
“t, regret that I do not remember | ¢@?4. 
what the Tribune had said to cause Le =r 
Dr. Fort to have this printed. Ij 
am sure I knew it at the time, 
but not everything I ever knew re-|; 
mains ‘in my memory. 


/ The Tribune was published for } 


| 
Yellow Jou rnal | by his wife teaching school was 


Short time by M. B. Rutherford, a 
|grandson of Judge John A. Ruth- || 
erford. The young man had in-|' 
herited some. money, had been well 
educated, and had determined to 
be a newspaper publisher. He 
| came to Paris with the announced ; 
, intention of publishing a better! 
newspaper than. A.P. Boyd’s Morn-: 
ing News and Billy Furey’s. Eve-! 
ning Advocate. Rutherford built a} 
two-story frame house at the corn- | 


er of Clarksville and Jefferson} 
streets, where he started his daily | 
newspaper which he named The || 
Tribune. | 


“Mit”’ Rutherford was an odd|, 
character. I think his name was 
Milton, but he was known by the 
shorter name to everyone. He Ha: 
an albino, and that, added to his 
| Tribune’s method of presenting 
news, made him a ‘‘character” 
during his brief period of newspa- 
per publishing. He was ready and 
willing to back any statement that) : 
he printed, and in consequence was}, 
engaged in various personal en-', 
counters, though none with a seri- 
ous result. 


LThe Rutherford Tribune was |. 
“published much like the then Doh | 
rious Kansas City Sunday Sun, a! 
scandal sheet that will be remem-|\ 
bered' by. some Paris people. The 
Sun had a considerable. circula- 
tion hereabouts, like that of the 
Police Gazette. It was sold by an 
agent and had no mail subscrib- 
ers. It carried stories without|' 
naming the persons involved but 
describ” ‘ them so that they could 
rie nized, and some promi- 


t} 


; nent ‘ditens were in that way 

, | charged ° vith moral laxity which 
Wash y unfounded. 

Rather rd seldom had praise of | 
anything. His accounts of city 

.| council .'meetings featured the 

squabbles! that were frequent then 

ss |. and he’ practiced pers journ- i 

- | alleen’, fullgcany ‘lawye 

| married: 
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September 19, 1953 


Mr. M. Drexel Rutherford 
Warrenville Road 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Rutherford: 
With reference to your letter concerning your father 
MILTON BROWN RUTHERFORD 


in newspaper business here in paris, Texas, Judge A. 
W. Neville states the following: 


He did establish a newspaper here in paris, having 
constructed at the time of establishment a two story 
fram building on the corner of Clarksville street and 
Second Street South East. 


The lower floor was his business office and press room, 
while the up stair was his composing room, all type was 
set by hand, and as Judge Neville states, "He had a 
very nice plant for the dag", 


Jidge Nevill@ states that this business did not last 
too long, and tha t kilton Brown Rutherford moved to 
Chicago, Illinois where he purchased Linotype machines 
and established a typesetting plant. You probable know 
all the details of that. 


Judge Neville siad that any mention of your father was 
just a notation-and that thearticle would not be of any 
great value to you. In fact, he said he did not recall 
when the article was written. 
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Data from Compeddum Amer. 


Res John Adansg Rutherford 


Chart 1- (16 & 17) JOHN ADAMS RUTHERFORD, b 1799 da 1887 


s ) 


edy b 1802 d 1887 
° 


sister 
family history, begun by uy aunt in 1897, 


father’ 


was born on 
a 


My record indicates that John Adams Rutherford 
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Bora. In Lamar County . 


y Fie Yea Years Ago 
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Paris And Was the First 
SUR ES eS County Judge. 


J. C, Rutherford, an old resident 
of Lamar county, who was known 


His Father. Built the First House in 


¥ Sa meng ail pth id friandy and ae- 


*qualntanéeé SGnele Cal” Ruth 
ford, died “Wednesday, at Tulia, | 
Swisher county, where he had been 
making his home for the past three | 
or four years for the benefit of his 
health. (He:wah a resident of Pel- 
ty for many yearg and’ moved © to 
Western Texas a short while af 
his wife’s death, accompanied_ 
his daughter, Miss VSTe Rit herion, 
who kept house for him and looked 
after his wants, 

The deoearcd: was * seventy-five 
years old and was, born in Lamar 
courty on Emberson prairie, His 
fathe® Judge Rutherford, who came 
to amar county In 1835 from Ten- 
nessee, budlf the ‘first house in Par- 
is, which at that time was known 
as FPinhook, and he was the first, 
justice of the peace and the fbrst 
county judge of Lamar County, He 
was-also coynty surveyor. ' The de- 


nat teeemaad haw he wer reest oman 


caught the California gold fever and 
went out to the Pacific coast, where 
he remained during the Civil War, 
returning to Lamar county after the 
war was over, He followed the 
occupation of a farmer all his life, 
except durimg the time that he lived 
in California, and he accumulated 
considerable property. ‘ 

‘Besides his only daughter, who 
Was living with him at the time of 
his death, fie Ig survived by . three 
sons, ‘M, B. Rutherford of Chicago, 
who was for a while engaged in the 
newspaper business in Paris; Lester 
Rutherford, who lives at the old 
homestead north of Petty, and Jus: 
tin Rutherford of -Dallas, 

The remaing arrived at Petty yes- 
terday afternoon accompanied by ali 
of the children and were taken to 


Pieiactonn ninbic dabh nig dtl Sheed 
- Sor Seen nee weer aren, ag te 


DIED AT-TOLIA. | 


Aunt Ti fp! ‘Ratheojoed Passes 
Away of Heart Failure. - 
|’ Mas. Matilda Curdhne Rutber- | 
| ford, wife of J. ©. Rutherford, 
| dred at the home of her son, Juz} 
tin, in Tulia, Texas, Monday ut} 
|2p.in.,>the immediate cause of | 
{her death being heart failure. 
{She bad been in bad health for! 
several months and the physician | 
{and family believe her lungs were | 
affected. Ouly a week before she | 
went to Tulia for ber health and 
itis sad she died there instead. 
While it was known tO the im- 
mediate family that her condition 
| wats serious it came as & great 
surprise to the town. The body 
| was shipped to Petty and woul: 
have arrived Wednesday but for 
| missing connection at Ft, Worth. 
Her husband, spn‘ and “bis wife 
were with ber when she breathed 
ithe last... : 
The deceased was eed in Jack-} 
son county, Missouri, Feb. 22,! 
1848., aud came Fannin pest ty 
(ne ar Dodd City, Fith ber fathe: 
‘in 1303. She was married toy. C." 
; Rutherford: Feb. 18, 1868, and 
with the exception of ning. years 
in Honey Grove, has spant. the 
rest of her hfe in and near Petty. 
| Besides her Husband) she leaves 
three sopx and one daughter. 
‘They are M. B., Lester, Justin, 
‘and Miss Viola. She also leaves 
‘two sisters, ' 
Aunt Tip, as every one called 
jher, was one of Petty’s most love, 
ling and lovable old people, and, 
we cannot yet see how we can do! 
without her. Whenever the silent | 
‘hand of charity moved in God's 
| mysterious wayé, everybody | 
jsuspected Aunt Tip-- being the| 
agent. Wherever her face was 
'seen there was sunshine, for who 
in vur town, young or gid, did noe} 
hunger for, expect ‘and receive u 
' friendly, cheering word when they 
| wet her? She bas lived a useful) 
life aod the world is better off by 
‘her having lived in it. God has 
called for her vod~she**has Hit 
answered. Let us not mourn, but} 
rejoice that He ‘gave the world | 
lsuch a cliaracter, and that we) 
bave had the: benefit ‘of ther sae! 
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Forest ‘Hill,.cemetery for purial. Tho 
funeral. was eats. by Rev. T. W. 
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RUTHET. FORD 


Compiled by: Compiled for; 
Leonardo Andrea St. Paul's Day irs. G NW. Picras 
4204 Devine Street 954 and 

Columbia <5, S. C. Mrs. We. M. Wefel 
“f 


rae) 


2b 


3a 


3b 


3c 
3d 


3e 


This data was compiled in the court house files of Anderson, S.©. which is 
for Anderson Co. S.C. formerly old Pendleton Dist. S.C. ..- This is an at- 
tempt to find the parents of these: 

Joseph Rutherford Moses Rutherford 

Robert Rutherford Agnes Rutherford 
Oliver Woods was their guardian ... I did not find in Anderson any guardien- 


ship papers for these four Rutherford children. 


H-322 
William Sartor and his wife, Delilah Sarton ... a deed sg. 10 Sept. 1805 to 
Gideon Shockley ..-. 100a land on branch waters of the Savannah Fiver /Wit. 
Peter Sartor, James Shockley and James Tate J.P. 
Following this .-. evidently not a part 
"T assign all my rights & title to the within plat & grant to Mr. 
Alexander Barran for value received this day Jan. 20th 1801 ... 
Signed JAMES RUTHERFORD ... /Wit. Alex. Barron Jr. 
Since the date is earlier than the Sartor deed, I am unable to decipher why 
this small assignment is recorded here ... LeA. 


K-70 

JAMES RUTHERFORD, of Rutherford Co. N.C. «.. a deed sg. 21 Feb. 1310 to 
Thomas Robinson of York.Co. S.C. .-. 1000a land on Prater Creek /Wit. Edward 
Bird & Peter Willis. 

K-70 

JAMES RUTHERFORD, of Rutherford Co. N.C. «ee a deed sg- 21 Feb. 1810 to 
James McGee of Pendleton Co. S.C. «+. 390a land above the widow Jenning's 
Mill /Wit. Edward Bird and Peter Willis. 

L-316 

JAMES RUTHERFORD, of Rutherford Co. N.C. «.- a deed sg. 31 Oct. 1811 to 
Bailey Anderson of the State of Ohio .e. An original grant to Rutherford of 
Toxawa Creek /it. Thomas Davis, Johan Bayliss, Earle and James C. Griffin 
J.P. 


CHECK the land grants after the Revolution and note where JAMES RUTHERFORD 


took several grants in old Pendleton Dist. 

J-492 

JAMES RUTHERFORD of lutherford Co. N.C. «+. a deed sg. 21 July 1809 to 
Dr. William Hunter and James Hunter (Joint deed to them) 1000a land on 
Wolf Creek which was originally surveyed for James Galpin of Edgefield Co. 
S.C. but granted to James Rutherford /iit. Robert Hardin, Edward Bird and 
John T. Lewis J.P. 

This is all on JANES RUTHERFORD ..- NO WITS ever signed any dower at any 
time. 

R-526 

William Eaton of Pendleton Dist. S.C. ... a deed sg. 12 Dec. 18256 to 
WILLIAM C. RUTHERFORD of Pencieton Dist. «.- 100a land on Cain Creek of 
Savannah River and Keowee River ... sold by John Head to Allen Thrift 3rd. 


day of Dec. 1824 .-- and later sold by George E. Foster, Sheriff of Pendleton to 
William Eaton at highest bid. /iit. George H.W. Foster and Samuel H. Dickson. 
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